Blue Ribbon Committee talks funding (June 15, 2009) - by Deborah Horn, Freelance Writer
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Wednesday in Room 171 at the Arkansas State Capitol
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We'’re not making any advances, he explained.
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Because of high costs of maintaining a paved county road, which includes grating,
asphalt, clearing vegetation and upkeep, Jones said , many rural counties are turning
paved roads back into gravel roads.

Pavement can cost as much as $500,000, or more depe nding the quality of the work,
per one-half mile. Costs can run as high as $1 mill ion for the same half-mile.

He also told the committee his organization doesn’t have a statewide
roadway plan, and no real way to gauge future finan cial needs.
But, he said, if we don’t have a target, we can't g et there.
F A N
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Even with their heavy traffic load, Zimmerman state’s municipalities are
under-funded when it comes to new street constructi nd maintenance.

Cities are the weak link in the state’s ays a d are often the cause of
congestion spots especially when a highway ru e of the state’s approximately
500 cities.

Currently, approximately $88 million is spent q . e state’s city streets, with $4
million coming from the Federal-aid aee Transpo rtation Program, $2 million from the

Federal-aid Bridge Program, and $ ghway Revenue Turnback funds. Because
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general discussion on funding, committee m embers asked questions
concerning revenue options of Bureau of Legislative Research’'s Research Services
Assistant Director Richard Wilson.
After a question about the possibility of raising n ew taxes from Representative
Lowery, Wilson told the group one option would be t he federal collection of an Internet

state sales tax.
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It's out there but not being collected, Wilson said
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